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Introductory Statement 

 

This plan was drafted by the staff of The Mercy Convent Primary School, Naas. It will form 

the basis of each teacher’s long- and short-term planning in geography and so will influence 

teaching and learning in individual classrooms. It will also inform new or temporary teachers 

of our approaches and methodologies in this subject area. This plan was drafted in February 

2007 after a process of consultation with staff. 

 

Rationale 

 

We recognise that geography is an integral part of the SESE of our pupils. In our school, SESE 

provides opportunities and equips the child with a range of skills and concepts to explore 

investigate and develop an understanding of the natural, human, social and cultural 

environment in which he/she lives and of those in the wider world. Geography helps the 

child to develop a sense of their own place and fosters the child’s sense of local, regional, 

national, European and global citizenship. We also recognise that geography can develop an 

empathy with others and an appreciation of peoples from a diversity of cultural, ethnic, 

social and religious backgrounds. Geography helps to develop a sense of individual and 

community responsibility for the environment. 

 

This plan was drawn up in response to the 1999 Primary School Curriculum, to conform to 

the principles outlined in this curriculum and to review our practises in light of these 

principles. As a whole school plan, it guides the organised teaching and learning in Mercy 

Convent Primary School, Naas. 

 

Vision and Aims 

 

We believe that the Geography Curriculum enables children to make sense of the natural 

and human environment in which they live and in the wider world. As such, Geography is 

pivotal to each child’s rounded environmental education. Geography prepares children to 

contribute to and play a role in their communities by encouraging them to appreciate the 

interdependence of people. Geography promotes an understanding of respect for different 
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cultures and ways of life. The geography curriculum fosters children’s responsibility for the 

immediate and wider environments. The aims of the geography curriculum are as follows:  

 To develop knowledge and understanding of local, regional and wider environments 

and their interrelationships  

 To encourage an understanding and appreciation of the variety of natural and 

human conditions on the Earth  

 To develop empathy with people from diverse environments and an understanding 

of human interdependence  

 To develop the ability to use a range of communicative methods, especially those 

concerned with the development of graphicacy (mapping and other non-verbal, non-

numerical forms of data presentation)  

 To encourage the development of a sense of place and spatial awareness  

 To encourage the development of caring attitudes and responsible behaviour 

towards the environment, and involvement in the identification, discussion, 

resolution and avoidance of environmental problems  

 To develop an understanding of appropriate geographical concepts 

 To conduct an environmental audit of the school locality and to develop from this 

age-appropriate trails 

 To work towards achieving our third green flag around the theme of water 

conservation 

 To acquire additional resources 

 

Curriculum Planning: Objectives 

 

Each teacher is familiar with the strands, strand units and content objectives for all class 

levels so as to ensure a coherent programme throughout the school. All strands and all 

strand units must be covered each year but not all content objectives need to be addressed 

within a strand unit. The three strands of the Geography Curriculum are Human 

Environments, Natural Environments and Environmental Awareness and Care. 

 

Infants 

Strand: Human Environments Strand Unit: Living in the local community 

My family and community 
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The child will be enabled to: 

 explore and discuss his/her membership of the family, school and local community  

 identify and discuss the roles of people who serve the local community (e.g., postal 

worker, garda, shop worker, doctor, nurse, refuse worker, road worker, lorry driver, 

bus driver, teacher). 

Homes 

The child will be enabled to: 

 recognise that people live in homes  

 describe areas within the home  

 associate activities with areas within the home and outside the home  

 acquire some awareness of different types of homes in the locality (e.g., flat, cottage, 

house, caravan, trailer) 

 make simple drawings of home, immediate surroundings and journeys to and from 

home  

 begin to appreciate the need for shelter for a family 

School 

The child will be enabled to: 

 become aware of, discuss and appreciate the people in the school community 

(classmates, other pupils, teachers, caretaker, secretary) 

 describe areas within the school and outside the school 

 make simple drawings of school, immediate surroundings, and journeys to and from 

school 

People at work 

The child will be enabled to: 

 discuss the work of people in the home, at school, in the local community, in towns or 

countryside nearby and in wider environments  

 become aware of some buildings and places where people work, especially those in 

the locality 

People at play 
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The child will be enabled to: 

 become aware of and discuss play spaces 

 Suggest ways in which these places may be kept clean and safe make simple drawings 

of these places, immediate surroundings and journeys to and from these places. 

Integration 

 SPHE: Myself and others; Myself and the wider world 

 Science: Materials; Designing and making 

 History: Story 

Strand: Living in the local community 
Strand Unit: People and places in other 

areas 

The child will be enabled to: 

 develop some awareness of people living in other areas 

 acquire some awareness of different types of homes in places outside the locality  

 become aware of some links between the school or local community and people in 

other places 

Strand: Natural Environments Strand Unit:  The local natural environment 

The child will be enabled to: 

 become aware of, explore and discuss some aspects of natural environments in the 

immediate locality of the school (e.g., hedgerow) 

 observe, discuss and investigate water in the local environment 

 observe, collect and investigate a variety of natural materials in the local environment 

 Record and communicate experiences and observations using oral language and 

pictures. 

Integration 

 Science: Living things; Materials 

Strand: Natural Environments Strand Unit: Weather 
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The child will be enabled to: 

 observe and discuss a variety of weather conditions using simple vocabulary (e.g., 

rainy days, sunny days, foggy days) 

 record weather observations using a weather chart or diary  

 become aware of some of the effects of different weather conditions on human, 

animal and plant life in the local environment  

 discuss the suitability of different kinds of clothes for different weather conditions  

 Recognise that some weather patterns are associated with seasonal change and 

distinguish between summer and winter 

Integration 

 Science: Living things; Processes of life; Energy and forces; Heat 

Strand: Natural Environments Strand Unit: Planet Earth in space 

The child will be enabled to: 

 identify and discuss the sun, the moon and stars  

 recognise the difference between day and night. 

Strand: Environmental awareness and care Strand Unit: Caring for my locality 

The child will be enabled to: 

 observe, discuss and appreciate the attributes of the local environment 

 appreciate that people share the environment with plant and animal life  

 develop a sense of responsibility for taking care of and enhancing the environment  

 identify, discuss and implement simple strategies for improving and caring for the 

environment 

Linkage 

Many of the objectives of this strand will be achieved as children complete work in other 

strands of the geography curriculum. 
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Integration 

Environmental awareness and care is a cross-curricular strand common to the geography and 

science curricula. 

 SPHE: Myself and the wider world 

 PE: Outdoor and adventure activities 

 

First and Second Class 

Strand: Human Environments Strand Unit: Living in the local community 

We are aware that one of the key messages in this geography curriculum is that children start 

developing geographical concepts by exploring their local, immediate environment. In this 

way the children get a strong sense and appreciation of their own place. This will be reflected 

in our teaching at this level and subsequent levels. 

My family and community 

The child will be enabled to: 

 explore and discuss his/her role and that of others in the family, school and local 

community  

 become aware of and learn to value the diversity of people who live in the local 

community and the contribution they make (First Class only) 

 begin to recognise the interdependence of individuals and groups in the local 

community 

 develop some awareness of people living in other areas and of the links between them 

and the local community 

Homes and shelter  

The child will be enabled to: 

 recognise that people live in a variety of homes  

 describe his/her home, its location and surroundings  

 record some of these features using simple drawings, plans, displays, models and 

sketches  

 investigate materials used to construct homes and identify materials of local origin  
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 develop an awareness and appreciation of different types of homes in the locality and 

in other areas 

 record simply journeys to and from homes (Second Class only) 

People at work 

The child will be enabled to: 

 investigate the work of people in a range of locations in the locality 

 investigate the work of people involved in transport and communications  

 discuss and record simply the buildings and places where people work, especially 

those in the locality  

 become aware of the work of people in other areas who supply food and other 

products to us 

People at play 

The child will be enabled to: 

 appreciate the roles of people who help at play 

 describe the location and features of play spaces 

 discuss, and record simply journeys to and from play spaces 

Integration 

 SPHE: Myself and others; Myself and the wider world 

 Science: Materials; Designing and making 

Strand: Living in the local community 
Strand Unit: People and places in other 

areas 

The child will be enabled to: 

 become familiar with some aspects of the lives of people and especially of children in 

Ireland, Europe and other areas 

 appreciate ways in which people in different areas depend on one another and on 

people living in other parts of the world. 

Integration  
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 SPHE: Myself and the wider world 

 History: Story 
 

Strand: Natural Environments Strand Unit:  The local natural environment 

The child will be enabled to: 

 identify, explore and discuss aspects of some major natural features in the local 

environment 

 observe, discuss and investigate water in the locality 

 observe, collect and investigate a variety of natural materials in local environment 

(Second Class only) 

 Record and communicate experiences and observations using drawings, plans, models 

and sketches. (First Class only) 

Integration 

 Science: Living things; Materials 

Strand: Natural Environments Strand Unit: Weather 

The child will be enabled to: 

 observe and record varying weather conditions using appropriate vocabulary and 

simple equipment  

 begin to make and test simple weather predictions  

 identify ways in which weather influences the lives of people 

 observe and record the influences weather and seasonal changes have on people, 

animals and plants in the locality  

 Contrast weather in the locality with that in other areas 

Strand: Natural Environments Strand Unit: Planet Earth in space 

The child will be enabled to: 

 recognise the sun as a source of heat and light  

 identify the sun, the moon, stars, day and night  

 develop familiarity with the spherical nature of the Earth 
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Strand: Environmental awareness and care Strand Unit: Caring for my locality 

The child will be enabled to: 

 identify, discuss and appreciate the natural and human features of the local 

environment  

 observe and develop an awareness of living things in a range of habitats in local and 

wider environments (First Class only) 

 observe similarities and differences among plants and animals in different local 

habitats (First Class only)   

 develop an awareness that air, water, soil, living and non-living things are essential to 

the environment  

 begin to realise that people, animals and plants depend on each other  

 realise that there is both an individual and a community responsibility for taking care 

of the environment  

 identify, discuss and implement simple strategies for improving and caring for the 

environment 

 identify and help to implement simple strategies for protecting, conserving and 

enhancing the environment 

 become aware of ways in which the environment can be polluted or harmed (e.g., 

litter, pollution, vandalism) 

Linkage 

Many of the objectives of this strand will be achieved as children complete work in other 

strands of the geography curriculum. 

Integration 

Environmental awareness and care is a cross-curricular strand common to the geography and 

science curricula. 

 SPHE: Myself and the wider world 

 PE: Outdoor and adventure activities 

 

Third and Fourth Class 
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Strand: Human Environments 

Strand Unit: People living and working in the 

local area; People living and working in a 

contrasting part of Ireland 

The contrasting areas in Ireland that we have chosen for study are: 

 Third Class:  Blanchardstown, Co. Dublin / Naas, Co. Kildare 

 Fourth Class: Arranmore Island Co. Donegal / Naas Co. Kildare 

People and communities 

The child will be enabled to: 

 learn about and come to appreciate and respect the people and communities who live 

and work in the locality and in a contrasting part of Ireland 

Natural environmental features and people  

The child will be enabled to: 

 become aware of the natural features in the locality and in a contrasting part of 

Ireland and their relationship to the lives of people living in these places 

Settlement: homes and other buildings 

The child will be enabled to: 

 explore, investigate and come to appreciate the major features of the built 

environment in the locality and in a contrasting part of Ireland 

People at work 

The child will be enabled to: 

 explore and investigate, especially through practical studies, a small number of the 

common economic activities of people in the locality and in a contrasting part of 

Ireland 

Transport and communications 

The child will be enabled to: 

 become aware of forms of transport and transport routes in the locality and in a 

contrasting part of Ireland  
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Linkage 

 Environmental awareness and care: Environmental awareness 

 Natural environments: The local natural environment 

Integration 

 History: Local studies 

 Science: Materials; Designing and making, Living things; Plants and animals 

 SPHE: Myself and the wider world 

Strand: Human Environments Strand Unit: People and other lands 

We are aware that the children’s knowledge and sense of awareness is extending to wider 

environments at county, regional, national and international level. This then is reflected back 

to their own locality. We never forget the children’s growing knowledge of their own local 

environment. The countries we have chosen for study at this level are: 

 Third Class: European Country: Britain. Country outside Europe: Egypt 

 Fourth Class: European Country: Italy. Country outside Europe:  Japan 

The child will be enabled to: 

 study some aspects of the environments and lives of people in one location in Europe 

and one location in another part of the world 

 develop an awareness of the interdependence of these people and people in Ireland  

 begin to develop a sense of belonging to local, county, national, European and global 

communities 

Integration  

 History: Story; Early people and ancient societies 

 Science: Designing and making 

Strand: Human Environments 
Strand Unit: County, regional and national 

centres 
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The child will be enabled to: 

 become familiar with the location and names of urban areas in the county, some of 

their important buildings, factories and other features  

 develop some knowledge of the relative location of the county and neighbouring 

counties  

 become familiar with the location and names of a few of the larger towns and cities in 

the region and in Ireland.  

Strand: Natural Environments Strand Unit:  The local natural environment 

The child will be enabled to: 

 investigate and become familiar with some natural features in the local environment 

 estimate distances and establish cardinal directions during the exploration of these 

features 

 observe and explore ways in which these features have affected the lives of plants, 

animals and humans (e.g., influence of hill, bog or stream on transport, roads and 

bridges, towns and cities, the stream, mountain, beach etc., as a habitat for plants and 

animals) 

 investigate the ways in which these features have been used by humans and the 

changes which have occurred as a result (e.g., beach and bay used for leisure and 

recreation; supply, treatment and distribution of water from rivers and lakes to homes 

in the area) 

Linkage 

 People living and working in the local area; Natural environmental features and people 

Strand: Natural Environments 
Strand Unit: Land, rivers and seas of my 

county 

The child will be enabled to: 

 become familiar with the names and locations of some major natural features in the 

county  

 develop some familiarity with the relationship of these features with each other and 

with elements of the built environment such as roads, bridges, towns and cities 
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Strand: Natural Environments Strand Unit: Rocks and Soils 

The child should be enabled to 

 observe, collect and examine different soil samples in the immediate and other 

environments 

 sort and group constituent materials in samples (e.g., rocks, pebbles, sand, plant 

material) 

 compare and contrast materials, focusing on certain criteria (e.g., colour, texture, use, 

strength, hardness, size and weight) 

 begin to explore influence of soils and rocks on animal and plant life 

(e.g., physical conditions, soil, water and food supply influencing range of plants and 

animals) 

Integration 

 Science: Materials 

Strand: Natural Environments 
Strand Unit: Weather, climate and 

atmosphere 

Weather observations 

The child will be enabled to: 

 use simple equipment to observe and record weather phenomena (Fourth Class - 

temperature) 

 record and display simple weather observations in systematic way using graphs, charts 

and common meteorological symbols  

 use analysis of weather recordings to begin to associate simple descriptions of clouds, 

amount of cloud cover, wind direction and other conditions with particular types of 

weather; make and test weather predictions  

 compare temperatures indoors and outdoors, in shade and sunlight, on different sides 

of the same building, and explore reasons for differences 

Weather and climate 
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The child will be enabled to: 

 study weather variations during the year and their influence on plants, animals and 

humans  

 develop some awareness of weather and climate patterns and their relationship with 

plant, animal and human life in some environments in other parts of the world  

Strand Unit: Natural Environments Strand Unit: Planet Earth in Space 

The child should be enabled to: 

 observe, describe and record the positions of the sun when rising and setting and the 

changing lengths of day and night during the seasons  

 investigate shadows, directions and sunlight  

 understand the importance of sunlight for plants and animals  

 become aware of the dangers of sunlight for skin and eyesight 

Strand: Environmental awareness and care Strand Unit: Environmental awareness 

The child should be enabled to 

 identify, discuss and record aspects of local natural and human environments which 

are considered attractive or unattractive 

 develop some awareness of the types of environment which exist in Ireland and other 

parts of the world (e.g., mountains, boglands, seas, desert, forest, grassland, ice 

landscape, tundra) 

 become aware of the Earth's renewable and non-renewable resources  

 recognise how the actions of people may have an impact on environments 

 recognise and investigate human activities which may have positive or adverse effects 

on local and wider environments (e.g., activities which produce biodegradable and 

non-biodegradable waste; food waste; plastic packaging; activities which affect the 

quality of air or water; activities which affect flora and fauna; role of recycling) 

 come to appreciate the need to conserve the Earth's resources 

Strand: Environmental awareness and care Strand Unit: Caring for the environment 

The child should be enabled to 

 examine a number of ways in which local and other environments could be improved 

or enhanced 

 identify and discuss a local, national or global environmental issue 

 realise that there is a personal and community responsibility for taking care of and 
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conserving environments 

Linkage 

Many of the objectives of this unit may be achieved as children complete work in other 

strands of the geography curriculum. 

Integration 

Environmental awareness and care is a cross-curricular strand common to the geography and 

science curricula.  

 SPHE: Myself and the wider world; Developing citizenship 

 Visual arts: an awareness of colour and textures in the environment will complement 

work in visual arts. 

 

Fifth and Sixth Class 

Strand: Human Environments 

Strand Unit: People living and working in the 

local area; People living and working in a 

contrasting part of Ireland 

The spiral nature of our curriculum is evident now as wider global environments are 

introduced at this level. In addition, more complex geographical issues are explored at this 

level. The contrasting areas in Ireland that we have chosen for study are: 

 5th class: Dublin City 

 6th class: Co. Sligo; a story in images and maps  

People and communities 

The child will be enabled to: 

 learn about and come to appreciate the peoples and communities who live and work 

in the locality and in a contrasting part of Ireland 

Natural environmental features and people  
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The child will be enabled to: 

 become aware of the natural features in the locality and in a contrasting part of 

Ireland and their interrelationship with the lives of people living in these places 

(e.g., major natural features/flora/fauna; mountains influencing farmers; changes to 

natural environment and their causes) 

Settlement: homes and other buildings 

The child will be enabled to: 

 explore, investigate and come to appreciate the major features of the built 

environment in the locality and in a contrasting part of Ireland 

People at work 

The child will be enabled to: 

 explore and investigate, especially through practical studies, one or more of the 

important economic activities of people in the locality and in a contrasting part of 

Ireland (e.g., site and location factors of a factory or industry-benefits and possible 

disadvantages for people and the environment in the area; changing pattern of 

industry; importance of local enterprise/services provided-tourism-fishing-farming) 

Transport and communications 

The child will be enabled to: 

 learn about the methods of transport and transport routes in the locality and in a 

contrasting part of Ireland (e.g., road, rail, air, water, pipelines) 

 become aware of the advantages, disadvantages and roles of these methods  

 learn about the available methods of communication 

Linkage 

 Environmental awareness and care: Environmental awareness 

 Natural environments: The local natural environment 

Integration 
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 History: Local studies; Continuity and change over time; Homes, housing and urban 

developments 

 Science: Materials; Designing and making, Living things; Plants and animals 

 SPHE: Myself and the wider world 

 Visual arts: work on colour, patterns and textures in the environment will complement 

work in visual arts 

Strand: Human Environments Strand Unit: People and other lands 

The countries we have chosen for study at this level are 

 Fifth Class: European Country: France; Country outside Europe: Mexico 

 Sixth Class: European Country: Greece; Country outside Europe: China 

The child should be enabled to: 

 study some aspects of the environments and lives of people in one location in Europe 

and one location in another part of the world learn to value and respect the diversity 

of peoples and their lifestyles in these areas and other parts of the world 

 become aware of various ethnic, religious and linguistic groups of peoples in Ireland, 

Europe and the wider world 

 develop a sense of belonging to local, county, national, European and international 

communities 

Integration  

 History: Early people and ancient societies; Eras of change and conflict 

 Science: Designing and making 

Strand: Human Environments 
Strand Unit: County, regional and national 

centres 

The child should be enabled to: 

 become aware of the location of the counties of Ireland, some of their towns and 

cities, the origins and geographical significance of their placenames  

 become familiar with the names, locations and some well-known features of the 

capital cities of the European Union 

Strand: Human Environments Strand Unit: Trade and development issues 
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Trade 

The child will be enabled to: 

 explore, through the study of some major world commodities, trade issues 

(commodities used by people in Ireland e.g., sugar, tea, coffee, bananas, rubber, oil; 

where and how they are produced; environment where they are produced; work of 

people who produce these products; trading of these products, manufacturing, sale 

and distribution in Ireland; terms of trade, fair or unfair trade conditions) 

or Famine 

The child will be enabled to: 

 become aware of the causes and effects of famine (environmental factors; natural 

disasters; social and economic factors; unequal distribution of land, resources or food; 

effects; on families and communities; on land and environment; on population 

movements) 

 examine the work of relief agencies and become aware of Irish involvement in them  

 discuss possible short and long-term solutions to famine  

Strand: Natural Environments Strand Unit:  The local natural environment 

The child should be enabled to: 

 investigate and learn about the main natural features in the locality and county 

(aspects such as names and their origins; location relative to other features; 

relationship to major features of Ireland; size, shape and appearance; effect of 

weather and seasonal changes; physical processes which have shaped or altered the 

feature e.g., erosion by water or ice, such as streams, rivers, lakes, hills, drumlins, 

valleys, mountains, lowlands, beaches, shorelines, cliffs, bays, headlands) 

 observe and develop simple understanding of the links between these features (marsh 

or bog between drumlins; run-off and drainage patterns in the locality e.g., drains in 

the school yard; street or farmland linked to tributaries, rivers and flood plains)  

 investigate the influence of these features on plants and on the lives of animals and 

people (e.g., range of flora and fauna; homes; economic activities; transport; 

communications) 

 become aware of the ways in which people, animals and plants have exploited and/or 

altered these features (water collection and supply, power generation mining, removal 

of peat, farming, tourism) 
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Linkage 

 People living and working in the local area; Natural environmental features and people 

Integration 

 Science: Living things; Materials 

Strand: Natural Environments Strand Unit: Land, rivers and seas of Ireland 

The child should be enabled to: 

 become familiar with the names and locations of some major natural features in 

Ireland 

(e.g., mountain ranges, rivers, lakes, bays, headlands, islands) 

 become familiar with the relationship of these features with each other, with 

elements of the built environment and with significant natural features of Ireland 

(towns built near rivers, harbours in bays links between local stream and major river) 

 understand some of the interrelationships between these natural features and the 

lives of plants, animals and humans. 

Strand: Natural Environments 
Strand Unit: Physical features of Europe and 

the world 

The child should be enabled to: 

 observe, collect and examine different soil samples in the immediate and other 

environments  

 sort and group constituent materials in samples (rocks, pebbles, sand, plant material) 

 compare and contrast materials, focusing on certain criteria (e.g., colour, texture, use, 

strength, hardness, size and weight) 

 begin to explore influence of soils and rocks on animal and plant life (physical 

conditions, soil, water and food supply influencing range of plants and animals) 

Strand: Natural Environments Strand Unit: Rocks and soils 
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Rocks (Fifth Class) 

The child should be enabled to: 

 collect and identify some common rocks in the locality  

 identify and explore the use of stone in building and other human activities, especially 

in the locality 

 develop simple understanding of the structure of the Earth using terms such as core, 

mantle, crust, plates of the crust, lava flow, volcano, earthquake  

 learn about the characteristics of some common rock types and where they may be 

found in Ireland and in other parts of the world  

 become aware of major rock groups (i.e., igneous, sedimentary and metamorphic) and 

some common rock types (e.g., granite, limestone, marble) 

Soils (Sixth Class) 

The child should be enabled to: 

 collect and examine soil samples and their constituents  

 compare soil samples from different parts of the locality (compare constituent parts, 

colour, water retention) 

 learn of the relationship of plants and farming to soil types  

 be familiar with some ways of changing and/or improving soil structure 

Strand Unit: Natural Environments 
Strand Unit: Weather, climate and 

atmosphere 

Weather observations 

The child should be enabled to: 

 use simple equipment to make detailed weather observations and recordings of 

phenomena (main cloud types, cloud cover, temperature, rainfall or other 

precipitation, wind strength and direction, atmospheric pressure using domestic 

barometer) 

 record and display simple weather observations in systematic way using graphs, charts 

and common meteorological symbols  

 use analysis of weather recordings to associate simple descriptions of clouds, amount 

of cloud cover, wind direction and other conditions with particular types of weather; 

make and test weather predictions  
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 collect weather lore, especially local traditions and knowledge 

Weather and climate 

The child will be enabled to: 

 explore weather patterns over the year in the locality using a variety of graphical and 

analytical skills  

 begin to appreciate the difference between climate and weather  

 develop some awareness of weather patterns in other parts of Ireland and factors 

influencing climate in the locality and in Ireland (altitude, distance from sea, distance 

from Equator, prevailing winds, aspect) 

 explore the relationships between climatic factors and aspects of building construction 

(shelter, aspect, sunlight, insulation, weathering) 

 become aware of the characteristics of some major climatic regions in different parts 

of the world  

 explore the relationship of climate to plant, animal and human life 

The atmosphere 

The child will be enabled to: 

 develop simple understanding of some atmospheric features (nature of the 

atmosphere; properties of air; global wind movements; storms and weather disasters; 

the water cycle) 

 atmospheric pollution 

Strand: Natural Environments Strand Unit: Planet Earth in Space 

The Earth and Sun 

The child should be enabled to: 

 observe and record the positions of the sun when rising and setting and at different 

times of the day  

 investigate the relative lengths and directions of shadows and the intensity of sunlight 

at different times of the year  

 observe the changing lengths of day and night during the seasons  
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 understand the importance of sunlight as a source of energy for plants and animals  

 become aware of the influence of the sun on atmospheric conditions  

 become aware of the dangers of sunlight for eyesight and skin 

The Earth, moon and solar system 

The child should be enabled to: 

 recognise that the Earth, its moon, the sun, other planets and their satellites are 

separate bodies and are parts of the solar system  

 develop a simple understanding of the interrelationship of these bodies, including day 

and night and seasonal movements  

 recognise a few of the major star constellations (the Great Bear and Pole Star, Orion) 

Strand: Environmental awareness and care Strand Unit: Environmental awareness 

The child should be enabled to 

 identify, discuss and appreciate attractive and unattractive elements of natural and 

human environments (buildings and elements of the human environment which use 

natural and other materials in an attractive way and are in keeping with the scale of 

immediate surroundings) 

 explore some examples of the interrelationship of climate, natural features, flora, 

fauna and human life in different environments in Ireland and in some of the main 

climatic regions of the world (in locality; ecosystem of tree, hedgerow, stream in 

Ireland boglands, mountains, Burren, rivers; in other areas; rainforest, grasslands, 

desert, tundra) 

 recognise and investigate aspects of human activities which may have positive or 

adverse effects on environments (enhancement of the beauty of built environments; 

protection of flora and fauna; excess waste or non-biodegradable waste activities 

which affect the quality of air or water; deforestation or desertification; changes to 

buildings or streetscapes in towns; recycling and reuse of materials) 

 become aware of the importance of the Earth's renewable and non-renewable 

resources  

 foster an appreciation of the ways in which people use the Earth's resources 

(mining; fishing; forestry; agriculture; using wind, water, fossil fuels or nuclear energy 

to generate power; using the environment for leisure activities; processing raw 

materials in manufacturing) 

 come to appreciate the need to conserve the Earth's resources. 
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Linkage 

Many of the objectives of this unit may be achieved as children complete work in other 

strands of the geography curriculum. 

Integration 

Environmental awareness and care is a cross-curricular strand common to the geography and 

science curricula.  

 PE: Outdoor and adventure activities 

 Visual arts: an awareness of colour and textures in the environment will complement 

work in visual arts. 

Strand: Environmental awareness and care Strand Unit: Caring for the environment 

The child should be enabled to: 

 examine a number of ways in which local and other environments could be improved 

or enhanced  

 identify and discuss a local, national or global environmental issue (an issue such as an 

incident of pollution; construction of a new building, factory or road; alterations to a 

building; changes in farming practices; traffic congestion and road safety; suggestions 

for environmental enhancement; global warming; ozone depletion; deforestation; 

desertification; investigate the causes of the issue or problem; identify and use ways 

to assess or measure the extent of the problem; appreciate the roles and different 

views of people involved; suggest possible actions and consider the effect of these on 

people and the environment; participate in the resolution of the issue if possible; 

organise collection of paper, aluminium cans or other materials for recycling; compost 

waste in the school garden; become aware of the need to use energy wisely in school 

and at home) 

 come to appreciate individual, community and national responsibility for 

environmental care (explore concept of custodianship and its implications; become 

familiar with concept of sustainable development; appreciate the need to protect 

environments for present and future inhabitants) 

Linkage  
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Many of the objectives of these units may be achieved as children complete work in other 

strands of the geography curriculum. 

Integration 

Environmental care is a cross-curricular strand common to the geography and science 

curricula. 

 Visual arts: an awareness of colour and textures in the environment will complement 

work in visual arts. 

 PE: Outdoor and adventure activities 

 

Skills Development 

 

We are aware that the development of geographical skills is of equal importance to strand 

content in this curriculum. The skills working as a geographer are: 

 A sense of place and space: this skill will be developed through direct and indirect 

experiences first in relation to the child’s own home and immediate surroundings 

but will later extend to include wider environments. 

 Maps, globes and graphicacy: maps, globes and atlases will be used in age-

appropriate ways from Infants to Sixth Class and will encompass a wide range of 

geographical activities. 

 Geographical investing skills (questioning, observing, predicting, investigating and 

experimenting, estimating and measuring, analysing, recording and communicating, 

evaluating). These will be included in various indoor and outdoor investigation work. 

These skills will be developed through the content of the strand units. To further develop 

these skills the children will need to be involved in field work, trails and outdoor 

investigations. Children will be given opportunities to work as geographers at every class 

level by following the content of this curriculum and by developing geographical skills at 

every class level. 

 

Children’s Ideas 

 

We plan to use the children’s ideas of places and spaces as a starting point for all 

geographical activity. We find out what they already know by: 

 Talk and discussion 

 Play and experimenting 

 Enquiry process and questioning 
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 Annotated drawings 

 Brainstorming 

 Concept maps 

 Concept cartoons 

We do this to build on the children’s previous knowledge or challenge existing ideas if they 

are not accurate. 

 

Approaches and Methodologies 

 

Our teachers will follow the recommended sequential approach for geography whereby 

local areas are studied first, followed by regional, national, European, and global areas. We 

plan to use the key methodologies in teaching geography. These will include: 

 Active learning  

 Problem solving 

 Skills through content 

 Talk and discussion 

 Co-operative learning 

 Use of the environment 

In learning about our own natural and human environments we will use methodologies 

specific to geography. These include: 

 Survey 

 Interview 

 Models 

 Maps 

 Photographs 

 Artefacts 

 Story 

 Field work and trails 

Areas identified as suitable for field work and trails include: 

 School grounds 

 The Old school 

 The Canal Bridge 

 Naas Town 

 Donadea Forest Park 

As part of our geography programme, the distinctive skill of graphicacy will be developed 

through exploring aerial perspective, use of symbols, grids, scale, orientation, and the 

language of spatial relations. It would be our intention to use the following to teach 

mapping as a methodology: 

 maps or plans of classrooms 
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 map of our school 

 local street plan 

 ordnance survey maps of county 

 Ireland wall maps/ Europe wall maps/world wall maps 

 a variety of atlases 

 globes 

 satellite images: www.met.ie 

 leisure maps/tourist maps showing trails 

 transport route map found on bus timetables 

 aerial photos; local areas 

 photo packs: houses, mountains, building, landscapes 

 Scoilnet maps and Google maps 

 

Linkage  

 

When we are studying the local environment, we will study both the natural and human 

environments and the effect one has on the other. When studying a distant place under the 

strand Human Environments, we will also learn about the natural environment of these 

places. The strand Environmental Awareness and Care is linked strongly with the other two 

strands. 

 

Integration 

 

Every opportunity will be taken to integrate the SESE subjects at all class levels. In particular, 

the use of environmental trails in Geography will complement the study of living things in 

Science. The strand Environmental Awareness and Care is common to both curricula. The 

use of trails will also lead to the study of how places and features have been shaped by the 

actions of people in the past and so integrate naturally with Local Histories in history. Other 

possible opportunities that exist for integration include:  

 SPHE: the development of the child’s sense of identity and graphicacy 

 Mathematics: the skills outlined in mapping and graphicacy 

 Visual arts: aesthetic awareness in the environment and making drawings 

 Physical Education: outdoor and adventure activities 

 Language: discussion of ideas and relationships in geographical. The language of 

location, direction and position. 

 

Assessment and Record Keeping 

 

http://www.met.ie/
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Assessment and record keeping will be governed by the school’s policy on assessment and 

record keeping. Assessment in Geography must seek to assess the following. 

 Knowledge of the environment 

 Ability to use geographical skills 

 Development of attitudes 

The assessment tools we will use will range from informal to more structured approach. 

Methods we will use include: 

 Teacher observation of children’s learning as the geography curriculum is 

implemented. 

 Teacher designed tasks and tests at the end of units of work. 

 Work samples e.g., finished projects and investigations. 

 

These records will inform the teacher of the progress of the child, the effectiveness of 

teaching methodologies employed and will also inform future planning. Children’s progress 

in geography will be relayed to parents at parent teacher meetings and in annual school 

reports. 

 

Children with Different Needs 

 

It is important that children experience a rounded environmental education in which 

geography plays a pivotal role. To this end, we will do our best to ensure that every child will 

have opportunities to engage in learning activities appropriate to their abilities.  

 

Equality of Participation and Access 
 

All children in our school will participate in all aspects of the geography curriculum. 

Provision will be made for children experiencing any form of disadvantage, any child whose 

first language is not English and any child with special needs. The geography programme in 

our school will allow children to learn of and come to value the diversity of peoples, cultures 

and societies in Ireland and throughout the wider world and so promote cultural awareness. 

 

Timetable 

 

In keeping with the recommendations in the Primary school curriculum, one hour per week 

will be allocated to geography. On occasion when the need arises, time may be blocked as 

appropriate. This may occur when working on an integrated project or exploring the local 

environment. Teachers may use discretionary time (2hrs per week) for SESE as appropriate. 
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Resource and ICT 

 

We use textbooks as a resource in our teaching of geography. We have a stock of photos of 

human and natural environments which will be used as a methodology for teaching 

geography. Environmentalists will be asked to talk to the children and share their knowledge 

e.g., litter warden Gardaí. A main priority would be the acquisition of up-to-date maps (of 

Ireland, Europe and world) and globes for each class and weather recording equipment. 

 

Health and Safety 

 

Teacher’s will at all times be mindful of the school’s health and safety policy which covers 

safety concerning the handling of equipment and out of school activities such as field work. 

 Teachers must consult with Mr Ruane (principal) whenever it is proposed to engage 

in field work.  

 During practical work, teachers will be aware of the safety implications of any 

exploratory or investigation done. 

 Outdoor work will be based in areas that are accessible and safe for children, 

teachers and helpers. 

 Teachers will have researched the area thoroughly to investigate potential hazards. 

 Teachers need to be aware before carrying out investigations on plants and animals 

that some children may have allergies to these. 

 

Individual Teachers’ Planning and Reporting  

 

 Teachers will consult this Whole School Plan and the curriculum documents for 

geography when they are drawing up long term plans. Each teacher will take the 

plan and tailor it for their own classes in their short-term planning. 

 Teachers will include all the strands and strand units every year and will select 

objectives within the strand units each year. 

 Staff teaching the same class level will decide collaboratively on objectives and will 

inform subsequent teachers of content covered to ensure continuity in our spiral 

curriculum 

 Meaningful and suitable geography will be taught in a thematic way to integrate with 

the other SESE subjects of History and Science 

 Cúntais Míosúil will assist in recording work covered, in evaluating progress in 

Geography and in informing future teaching 

 

Staff Development 
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 All teachers will have access to reference books, resource materials and websites 

dealing with Geography. 

 Staff will be encouraged to research and try out new methodologies and approaches. 

They will be informed of upcoming in-service workshops and courses on Geography. 

The culture of our school is to encourage the sharing of ideas and experience. 

 The post holder will be responsible for keeping resource material up to date and will 

arrange opportunities for resources to be assessed for purchase and for new 

approaches to be piloted in school. 

 The school has been visited by an SESE Cuiditheoir this year. 

 

Parental Involvement 
 

Parents will be helping in the delivery of the geography programme in the following ways: 

 Participating in surveys and interviews in order to share their local knowledge with 

the children 

 Helping out in supervision of field work when/if needed 

 Talking to children about their lives, work, culture and leisure interests 

 Parents of different nationalities and backgrounds will be encouraged to share their 

culture with classes where appropriate 

 Parents will be encouraged to bring their children to view places of interests. 

 

Community Links 

 

 People in local community who have an interest and knowledge in the environment 

will be invited to speak to the children. 

 The local library will be a source of knowledge. 

 Local businesses will be approached to host a visit to a factory or other workplace 

 Local farms could be approached for a visit. 

 The work of some national agencies relates to aspects of the geography programme. 

As well as accessing their materials for schools, we will welcome speakers from these 

organisations. This will be at the discretion of the class teachers should they wish to 

organise such visits. 

 

Success Criteria 

 

We will review the whole school plan under the following headings: 

 How individual teachers are planning. Preparation and teaching reflect this plan. 



Mercy Covent Primary School, Naas 
School Policy for Geography 

Roll No. 15040T 
 

 

 
 

31 

 Are procedures in the plan consistently followed? E.g., procedures for field work or 

assessment 

 How methodologies listed in this Whole School Plan are working in the classroom 

 Resources and use thereof 

 How well geographical concepts are known by the children 

 How well children’s geographical skills are progressing 

 Are key messages being adhered to: 

o The primary resource for geography is the environment, starting with the 

local, then regional, national, European and global. 

o Knowledge of skills are of equal importance 

o Geography is about developing a sense of place and space 

We will also pay attention to the following when assessing the outcome of the plan 

 Revisit the aims of this plan as a staff 

 Teacher/parent feedback 

 Children’s feedback 

 Inspector’s suggestions/reports 

 Results of class assessment 

 

Implementation 

 

Roles and Responsibilities 

The plan will be supported, developed and implemented by all staff members. The following 

staff members will have responsibility for the following: 

 Geographical audit of school grounds and immediate locality: Movanna Sweeney 

(post holder) 

 Field trails and packs: class teachers 

 Purchase, maintenance and storage of resources: Movanna Sweeney 

 Liaising with community organisations and relevant agencies: Class teachers 

 Development of ICT as a learning tool in Geography  

  Attendance at upskilling workshops and courses/providing feedback to staff: All staff 

 

Timeframe 

 Time frame for implementation: 2 years beginning Feb 2015 

 

Ratification of Policy 

 

This policy is subject to review by B.O.M.  
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This policy was adopted by the Board of Management on ____________________.  

 

This policy has been made available to school personnel through a central shared folder. 

Parents can request a copy from the office and a folder of all school policies is available from 

the school office.  

 

Signed: __________________________ Signed: __________________________ 

Chairperson of Board of Management Secretary/Principal 

 

Date: ______________                          Date: _________________ 

 

Date of next review:  ____________________ 

 

 

 

 

 


