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Introductory Statement 

 

Our Music Curriculum introduces children to music reading and writing, to song singing and 

to playing classroom instruments. The Music policy in our school was reviewed in May 2012.   

Following a staff meeting on the 14th of May, it was decided to use The Right Note music 

scheme to support our school plan. This scheme will be introduced in all classes from infants 

to fifth class in September 2012. The second class and fourth class will implement The Right 

Note music scheme without workbooks for the school year 2012-2013. The sixth class will 

continue to use The New Music Box scheme for the school year 2012-2013. 

 

Rationale 

 

The plan is a record of our decisions regarding Music. It is for the information of teachers, 

the Board of Management, the Department of Education and Skills and other interested 

parties in the school community. It is intended to guide teachers in their individual planning 

for Music. 

 

Vision and Aims 

 

Our school recognises that Music education is an important part of the primary school 

curriculum. We aim to instil in the children in our care a genuine love for music and song, a 

love which will remain with them throughout their lives. Through the participation of the 

different strands of the music curriculum we hope to contribute to the development of the 

whole child. When leaving the Primary School, we hope the children will have great 

memories of the musical experiences they have had in our school. 

 

We endorse the aims of the Primary School Curriculum for Music with particular emphasis 

on enhancing the quality of a child’s life through aesthetic musical experiences. 

 To enable the child to enjoy and understand music and to appreciate it critically. 

 To develop the child’s openness to, awareness of and response to a wide range of 

musical genres, including Irish music. 

 To develop the child’s capacity to express ideas, feelings and experiences through 

music as an individual and in collaboration with others. 
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 To enable the child to develop his/her musical potential and to experience the 

excitement and satisfaction of being actively engaged in musical creativity. 

 To nurture the child’s self-esteem and self-confidence through participation in music 

performance. 

 To foster higher-order thinking and lifelong learning through the acquisition of 

musical knowledge, skills, concepts and values. 

 To provide children with opportunities to perform their musical talents e.g., 

Christmas Concerts, School Choir, Liturgical Events. 

 

Curriculum Planning: Objectives 

 

Strand: Listening and Responding Strand Unit: Exploring Sounds 

Junior Infants to Second Class 

Environmental Sounds 

 Listen to, identify and imitate familiar sounds in the immediate environment from 

varying sources – e.g., sounds of various vehicles. Children in first and second class 

should be able to describe these sounds with increasing awareness. 

 Classifying sounds into sound families. Using different criteria to recognise and classify 

sounds. 

 Children in first and second class will be able to identify pitch different e.g., high/low 

and in between sounds. 

Vocal Sounds 

 Recognise the difference between the speaking voice and the singing voice and use 

these voices in different ways e.g., whispering/shouting. 

 Recognise different voices e.g., adult/child, male/female, well known voice on the 

television/radio. Identifying pitch different in different voices. 

 Use sound words and word phrases to describe and imitate selected sounds e.g., 

clippety clop (horse) 

 Explore the natural speech rhythm of familiar words e.g., words with 1-2 syllables. 
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Body Percussion 

 

 Discover ways of making sounds using body percussion e.g., clapping, clicking. 

Instruments  

 Exploring ways of making sounds using percussion/melodic instruments and 

homemade instruments. 

 Experimenting with a variety of techniques using these instruments e.g., beating 

loud/soft, playing different parts of the instrument (e.g., centre; side). 

 

Strand: Listening and Responding Strand Unit: Exploring Sounds 

Third Class to Sixth Class  

Environmental Sounds 

 Listen to, identify and describe a widening variety of sounds from an increasing range 

of sources e.g., bird sounds from the science programme. Children in fifth and sixth 

class should be enabled to understand how sounds are produced and organised e.g., 

echoes, resonance. 

 Classify and describe sounds within a narrow range e.g., different bird sounds. 

 Recognise and demonstrate pitch differences e.g., selected notes on a keyboard. 

Vocal Sounds 

 Discover the different kinds of sounds that the singing voice and the speaking voice 

can make e.g., humming/opera singing, descending/ascending singing sounds. 

 Imitate patterns of long or short sounds vocally. 

 Children in fifth and sixth class should be able to distinguish and describe vocal ranges 

and tone colours heard in a piece of music e.g., soprano, alto, tenor. 
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Body Percussion 

 

 Discover ways of making sounds using body percussion, in pairs and small grounds. 

Fifth and sixth class children should be able to create more complex sequences. 

Instruments  

 Exploring ways of making sounds using tuned or untuned instruments, melodic or 

homemade instruments. 

 Explore how the tone colours of suitable instruments can suggest various sounds and 

sound pictures e.g., low notes on a piano to represent caves. 

 Explore pitch and dynamics. 

 

Strand: Listening and Responding Strand Unit: Listening and Responding to Music 

Junior Infants to Second Class 

 Listen to a range of short pieces of music or excerpts. 

 Respond imaginatively to short pieces of music through movement. 

 Talk about pieces of music, giving preferences. Illustrate responses in a variety of 

ways. 

 Show the steady beat in listening to live or recorded music, accompanying songs or 

chants. 

 Recognise and show the difference between fast and slow tempos. 

 Children in first and second class should be able to differentiate between music with a 

steady beat and music without a steady beat. 

 Recognise the difference between loud and soft sounds and high and low sounds. 

 Listen and respond to patterns of long and short sounds. 

 Children in first and second class should be able to identify and show the tempos of 

the music as fast or slow, getting faster or slower. They should also be able to perceive 

the difference between long and short sounds. 

 Identify obviously different instruments in first and second class. 

Third Class to Sixth Class 
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 Listen to and describe a broad range of musical styles and traditions, including familiar 

excerpts. Recognise its function and historical interest where appropriate. 

 Describe feelings about a particular piece of music. 

 Respond imaginatively to music in a variety of ways. 

 Show the steady beat in listening to live or recorded music. 

 Differentiate between music with a steady beat and music without a steady beat. 

 Recognise strong and weak beats, illustrating them through gestures. 

 Identify and show the tempo of music. Children in fifth and sixth class should 

recognise and understand how tempo and dynamic choices contribute to an 

expressive musical performance. 

 Distinguish between sounds of different duration (long/short) while listening to the 

music. 

 Recognise instruments in different sections of the orchestra. Children in fifth and sixth 

class should be able to distinguish the main instrument in a piece of music. 

 Analyse the music (using the building bricks of music) – pitch, pulse, tempo, dynamics, 

texture, timbre, structure, mood. 

 Respond appropriately to obviously different sections in piece. 

 Discover two beat time (like a march) and three beat time (like a waltz) by using 

gestures to accompany music. 

 Experience 6/8 time (like a jig) 

 Children in fifth and sixth class should be able to recognise simple binary (AB) form 

and ternary (ABA) form. 

Approaches and Methodologies 

As the Listening and Responding Strand of the music curriculum aims to give children 

opportunities to experience a wide range of musical styles, traditions and cultures, all 

teachers will do the following: 

 Provide opportunities for active listening and responding through questioning, 

prompting, suggesting, listening to short examples repeatedly and responding in a 

variety of ways. 

 Explore sound – vocal, body, environment and percussion, as per the objectives for 

that class level. 

 Listen to a minimum of eight pieces/extracts from a variety of genres and respond in a 

variety of ways. 

 Listening pieces from The Right Note series will be covered. Teachers may also choose 

pieces/extracts for their own class and will endeavour to ensure a balance between 

Irish, classical, world, modern and other music. 

 Children will be given an opportunity to listen to a live performance when visiting the 
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National Concert Hall in fourth class. 

 Children will be given the opportunity to listen to live performances of Irish traditional 

music during Seachtain na Gaeilge. 

 Children will have the opportunity to hear some percussion instruments at the 

percussion workshop. 

 

Strand: Performing Strand Unit: Song Singing 

Junior Infants to Second Class 

 Actively enjoy, recognise and sing familiar songs and melodies from other sources, 

with increasing vocal control and confidence as the children progress. 

 Develop a sense of pitch through imitating short melodies in echoes. The vocal range 

in infants will be 5/6 notes (D - A) and this will increase to an octave by second class. 

 Show the steady pulse when listening to, accompanying or performing familiar songs, 

singing games or rhythmic chants by clapping or tapping the beat. 

 Show the shape of melodies by moving upwards, downwards or staying the same. 

 Perform songs with a sense of dynamic (loud/soft) where appropriate. 

 Children in first and second class will identify obvious differences between sections of 

songs in various forms e.g., verse and refrain/solo and chorus. 

 Children in first and second class should also be enabled to understand the difference 

between beat and rhythm e.g., one group sings the song while another group claps the 

beat and a third group taps the rhythm. 

 Perform a simple melodic ostinato to sing with a song e.g., Marching Song.  

Third Class to Sixth Class 

 Recognise and sing from memory a wide repertoire of songs with increasing vocal 

control, confidence and expression. These include amhráin Ghaeilge (Mo Cheol Thu or 

songs from Sin É), folk tunes from other countries, action songs, call and response 

songs, lullabies, partner songs, hymns and carols, songs from religion programmes and 

liturgical series, ballads, pentatonic songs, songs in major and minor keys, popular 

songs and songs from musicals. 

 Children should be enabled to sing independently with increasing awareness and 

control of pulse, tempo, pitch (vocal range should extend to approximately one and a 

half octaves by the end of 6th class) diction and posture.  

 Perform songs with increased control of dynamic, phrasing and expression and relate 
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words and mood of song to style of performance. 

 Understand the difference between beat (pulse) and rhythm. 

 Notice the differences created between the sections of songs in different forms e.g. 

verse/refrain, four line song structure as in poetry or verse and add-on-songs. 

 Perform in groups simple rounds in two or more parts e.g., Row Row Row Your 

Boat/An Austrian Went Yodelling/Codail a Stóirin go Sámh/Oh How Lovely in the 

Evening. 

 Children in School Choir will learn some songs in two-part harmony. 

 Children in fourth/fifth/sixth class have an opportunity to join in the school choir.   

Practices for the School Choir are held every Wednesday after school from 2.40 p.m. 

to 3.45 p.m. 

Approaches and Methodologies 

When teaching a song, the teacher may use any of the following methods: 

 Using the voice 

 Using a recording 

 Using a melodic instrument e.g., recorder, tin whistle, chime bar or keyboard. 

 Give a comfortable starting note from a pitched instrument. 

When choosing a song, the teacher should select it on the basis of its appeal, genre, suitability 

of words and range of notes. Simple vocal exercises may be used to warm up the voice before 

singing, especially if using a recording as a resource. 

 

Strand: Performing Strand Unit: Literacy 

Objectives 

To give children a basic knowledge of the rudiments of music. The pentatonic scale (d r m s l) 

is introduced and through the use of solfa notes and hand signals the children will become 

familiar with simple melodic patterns or tunes. The two main components of literacy – 

rhythm and pitch – will be explored in these tunes along with songs from the singing 

programme. 

Infants 
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 Recognise and perform simple rhythm patterns from pictorial symbols e.g., clapping 

simple rhythm patterns comprising single beats and two half beats (Pig/piglet, 

duck/duckling, spades/buckets). 

 Sing a simple two note tune (s m) without reference to tonic solfa – key, key Look at 

Me/Starlight/One Two Three Four/See Saw. 

 Sing a three-note tune (l s m) without reference to tonic solfa e.g. The Cuckoo Clock. 

 Develop a sense of pitch. Recognise the shape of tunes – high/low. 

 Identify and perform rhythm of children’s own names. 

First and Second Class 

 Introduce hand sings for d r m s l (s m) (l s m) (l s m r) (m r d) 

 Use solfa names to sing a familiar melodic pattern or tune. 

 Write and recognise (s m) on a two line stave/(l s m) on a three line stave. 

 Identify rhythm patterns in songs e.g. Going by Train (ti ti ti ti) Chitty Chitty Bang Bang 

(ti ti ti ti ta ta). 

 Become familiar with stick notation. 

 Draw rhythm patterns for ta, ti-ti. 

 Introduce the rhythm syllable ta-aa (minim) e.g. The Carol Singers. 

 Introduce the symbol for a one beat (Crotchet) rest (z) e.g. Who Stole the Chickens? 

Third and Fourth Class 

 Develop a sense of beat and structure. 

 Revise the hand signs for d r m s l. 

 Sight reading and singing melodies from standard notation e.g. Winter Creeps/Mary 

Had a Little Lamb (m r d). 

 Identify the solfa of phrases and writing notes on the stave e.g. The Boatman. 

 Match the words of phrases from tunes to the correct rhythm patterns e.g. Frere 

Jacques/Bow Wow Wow. 

 Introduce 2/4 time signature (Bounce High) 4/4 time (Hot Cross Buns). 

 Transcribe from stick notation to standard notation e.g. Bow Wow Wow. 

 Introduce the black box to indicate the doh (d) position. 

 Introduce the concept of time signature bar lines and double bar lines. 

 Revise rhythm patterns based on ta, ti ti and crotchet rest. 

 Introduce the rhythmic pattern ti-ri ti-ri (semiquavers) e.g. Train rhythms. 

 Read four bar rhythms. 

 Read rhythms in 3/4 time. 

 Introduce the dotted minim. 
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 Introduce the low lah and low soh on the stave. 

 Introduce the concept of high doh e.g. Water Come a Me Eye 

Fifth and Sixth Class 

 Sing the notes of the pentatonic scale with hand signals. 

 Recognize the shape (contour) of a melody and movement of steps or by leaps from 

notation. 

 Write given melody notes on a stave using rhythm provided. 

 Introduce the terms and abbreviations that describe dynamic levels e.g. ff – 

fortissimo/p – piano 

 Introduce 6/8 time. 

 Introduce and identify letter names on the treble clef EGBDF/FACE. 

 Create a sequence of notes on a stave from a given list of letters. 

 Recognise the key signature and scale of C major/F major (fifth class) D major/G major 

(sixth class). 

 Appreciate the relationship between a solfa scale and a scale of C/F/D/G. 

 Become familiar with a semibreve and understand its duration (ta-aa-aa-aa). 

 Recognise the dotted crotchet and understand its value. 

 Identify the crotchet rest in stick notation and staff notation. 

Approach and Methodologies 

All teachers will try to use keyboard or tin whistle or other melodic instrument to give 

children starting note. All teachers will endeavour to adhere to the following steps (depending 

on class level) when teaching simple literacy tunes: 

 Sing tune. 

 Sing the tune and clap the pulse or walk the pulse of the song in steps.  
 Clap the song with no audible singing. 

 Clap the rhythm of the tune and say or sing the rhythm solfa. 
 Sing the song and introduce sofa with its hand sign. 

Children from 4th – 6th classes should be enabled to: 

 Read 2 to 3 bars of the tune from the stave. 

 Write 4 bars of the tune on a 2 line/3 line (third class) or 5-line stave (fifth/sixth class). 

 

Strand: Performing Strand Unit: Playing Instruments 
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Junior Infants to Second Class 

 Discover different ways of playing simple percussion instruments e.g., beating a drum 

or shaking a tambourine. 
 Play simple percussion instruments e.g., triangle/tambourine/two tone block/hand 

bell.   Children will learn to take turns, play in ones, tows and in small groups. 
 To explore the instruments by playing the instrument and passing it on to the next 

child. 
 To develop a sense of pulse by playing a pulse of 8 beats, 4 beats and 2 beats. 

 Use percussion instruments to show the beat or rhythm in accompanying songs or 

rhythmic chants. 

 Perform rhythm patterns on chime bars or percussion instruments. 
 Use chime bars to play an ostinato to accompany a song.  

Third Class to Sixth Class  

 Discover different ways of playing percussion and melodic instruments e.g., creating a 

long vibrating sound on a chime bar by letting the stick bounce, flicking, rolling or 

slapping an instrument. 

 Use instruments with increasing confidence and skill to accompany songs and tunes. 

 Perform a melodic ostinato to accompany a song e.g., chime bars F and C to 

accompany the song “Sing Together”. 

 Accompany a song with chime bars and melodic instrument e.g., tin whistle/keyboard. 

 Perform songs with rhythmic ostinato on percussion instruments. 

 Children may have an opportunity to learn the tin whistle or recorder in some classes. 

 

Strand: Composing 
Strand Units: Improvising and creating; Talking 

about and recording compositions 

Objectives 

 To provide opportunities for the children to experiment with sound and musical ideas 

in a spontaneous way. 

 To develop the children’s creativity through exploring sound and making simple 

rhythmic or melodic patterns. 

 To develop the child’s capacity to express ideas, feelings and experiences through 

music as an individual and in collaboration with others. 
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Infants  

 Respond imaginatively to a song by selecting and using vocal sound effects e.g., 

devising sound effects to illustrate creatures in the song The Witch Rides. 

 Invent and perform gestures or actions to songs to explore musical elements such as 

tempo (fast/slow), rhythm (long/short), dynamics (loud/soft) and pitch (high/low). 

 Invent new answers to given melodic or rhythmic patterns using the voice e.g. creating 

a singing conversation based on a given soh mi (s m) pattern. 

 Compose additional verses to a song e.g. Down by the Station/Clocks/What shall We 

Do in Our Work Today? 

 Select percussion instruments to imitate sounds e.g. using two tone block to illustrate 

sounds in Jog Along Little Donkey to Bethlehem. 

First and Second Class 

 Create sounds using the body or instruments to accompany a story in pictures e.g., 

using cymbals, triangle, bells etc. to make sounds for the story The Willow Pattern. 

 Compose additional verses to a song e.g. Who Stole my Chickens? 

 Respond to a song or musical extract through movement e.g., Swan (Carnival of the 

Animals). 

 Compose names using s-m notes or l-s-m or d-r-m notes. 

 Perform short musical pieces further exploring musical elements e.g., using rhythm 

patterns to depict a train journey.  

 Create vocal chants on various themes e.g., jungle chant. 

 Use voice or body percussion to invent simple rhythmic patterns using ta and ti-ti. 

 Class discussion about children’s compositions. 

 Invent graphic symbols or stick notation to represent sounds. 

 

Third and Fourth Class 

 Select different kinds of sounds using voice, body percussion, tuned or untuned 

instruments e.g. creating a farmyard soundscape called Down in the Barnyard. 

 Experiment with word rhythms to create a composition e.g. select sound words to 

portray different types of shoes – splish splash/wellingtons (Walk Along Joe). 

 Improvise and compose music based on a theme or picture e.g. Winter Wonderland 

(sleigh bells/Santa, scrunching paper/wind). 

 Compose music to accompany a story e.g. Hansel and Gretel. 
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 Create body movements to accompany a listening piece. 

 Create a graphic score of a composition e.g. a piece based on the structure of a reel 

(The Salamanca Reel) (AABB) 

 Invent simple rhythmic patterns in 2/4, 3/4 or 4/4 time while developing further 

awareness of musical elements. 

 Invent simple melodic patterns using pentatonic scale (d r m s l) to compose a simple 

tune e.g. inventing 4 bars of 4 beat rhythms to compose a lullaby. 

 Explore use of words to fit rhythms using ta, ti-ti, ta-aa, ta-aa-aa. 

 Improvise singing conversations using (m r d). 

 Evaluation of composition of melodic patterns, rhythm patterns etc. 

Fifth and Sixth Class 

 Create and perform simple activities to accompany listening pieces e.g., a body 

percussion sequence to accompany Rock ‘n Roll a Round? / An alternative ostinato for 

We Will Rock You. 
 Compose simple chants e.g., a chant to support a school team. 

 Create sound effects to accompany a poem e.g. The Sound Collector by Roger 

McGough; Weather by Aileen Fisher. 

 Compose lyrics for additional verses of songs e.g., Ghosts/Lickety Split. 
 Compose and notate a four-bar response to a given four bar pattern. 

 Compose a simple four bar rhythm in 3/4, 4/4, 6/8 time using crotchets, quavers, 

minims, semibreve etc. e.g., a four-bar melody. 

 Select and use instruments to perform the composition. 
 Choose appropriate dynamic markings for a composed melody. 

 Listen to and evaluate compositions. 
 

Linkage  

 

We recognise the interrelated nature of the three strands of the Music curriculum, that is, 

while children perform and compose, they will simultaneously be listening and responding. 

 

Integration 

 

We recognise that integrating Music with other subjects of the curriculum is an important 

principle of the curriculum. The stand unit Exploring Sounds may be linked with the Science 

programme, while the Listening and Responding unit may be linked to Geography, Physical 

Education, Oral English and Visual Arts. The Composing strand may be integrated with Visual 

Arts. 
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Assessment and Record Keeping 

 

Assessment and record Keeping will be governed by the school’s policy on Assessment and 

Record Keeping. The following assessment tools will be used: 

 Teacher observation. 

 Teacher designed tasks. 

 Recording in workbooks/graphic/pictorial scores. 

The child’s progress in music will be reported to parents at parent teacher meetings and 

also in the annual school report. 

 

Children with Different Needs 

 

It is the policy of the school that all children will participate in music activities. Such 

activities will be differentiated to meet the needs of the children. Every effort will be made 

to simplify the terminology and language so that EAL pupils may participate. Should a child 

display a particular ability in music, he/she will be encouraged to pursue music lessons.   

Children who are learning to play musical instruments will be encouraged to play for their 

classmates so that the other children will have opportunities to listen and respond to live 

music. 

 

Equality of Participation and Access 
 

All children in our school will participate in all aspects of the Music curriculum. 

 

Timetable 

 

A minimum of one hour per week will be allocated to Music. This time allocation may be 

broken down at the discretion of the individual teacher. Some discretionary time may also 

be allocated occasionally to music, particularly when classes may be preparing for the 

following: 

 Confirmation Ceremony 

 Ceremony of Light 

 Sacrament of Penance 

 Mercy Day Mass 

 Christmas Carol Service 

 St. Brigid’s Day Mass 

 Graduation Mass 
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 School Events – e.g., Green Flag Day/Funeral Mass 

 Local Community Events – carol singing in Mill Lane Nursing Home, performance in 

the Moat Theatre/McAuley House, concerts with Garda Band/adult choirs. 

 

Resource and ICT 

 

Each teacher is given an updated list of the following at the beginning of each school year: 

 Percussion instruments available in the school and location of each box. 

 Keyboard distribution throughout the school. 

Each teacher will have a copy of The Right Note workbook, manual and CD relevant to their 

class. Each teacher will also have a list of CD’s/resource books/websites. 

 

The CD’s and resource books are stored in the staffroom. Teachers who borrow these 

resources will sign for them in the Music Resources copy. Each classroom is equipped with a 

CD player. All computers in the computer room have access to the internet. The use of the 

internet will be governed by the schools Acceptable Use Policy. 

 

Resources and supplies are checked at the beginning and end of every school year by the 

post holder with responsibility for Music. Requests for additional resources should be made 

to the post holder, who will co-ordinate purchases in consultation with the principal. 

 

Health and Safety 

 

Teachers will at all times be mindful of the school’s Health and Safety Policy. Care and 

attention will be given to the following: 

 Access to and transport of instruments/equipment. 

 Hidden dangers if children are moving around the classroom. 

 Storage facilities. 

 Ventilation of classrooms. 

 Amount of space for children to sit or stand when doing choral work. 

 Appropriate volume levels when using audio equipment and instruments. 

 

Individual Teachers’ Planning and Reporting  

 

The Music Plan and curriculum documents for music provide information and guidance to 

individual teachers for their long- and short-term planning. Teachers plan using objectives as 

laid out in strands and strand units. Work covered will be outlined in the Cúntas Míosuil 

which will serve in reviewing and developing the whole school plan for the years to come. 
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Staff Development 

 

 All teachers have access to resource materials, instruments, equipment and websites 

dealing with music.  

 The post holder will notify staff of any opportunities for further professional 

development through participation in courses offered by the Education Centre. 

Posters of local musical concerts etc, are placed on the notice board in the 

staffroom. 

 The skills and expertise of the school will be shared in Music in an informal basis. 

 The post holder may also draw the attention of the staff to special musical events or 

occasions by placing some project work, newspaper clippings etc. on the main 

corridor in the school. 

 Staff are consulted about the purchase of instruments and materials for music. 

 There are opportunities for whole school engagement with particular strands e.g., 

local community events/Carol Service. 

 

Parental Involvement 
 

 Parents can support their children in fostering an interest in music through 

attendance at Christmas Concerts/School Choir concerts. 

 Parents are invited to view the children’s performance in music wherever possible 

e.g. liturgical events in church. 

 Parents who sing or play instruments or who would like to be involved in musical 

events in the school are always welcome. 

 Parents can encourage an interest in music by giving permission to attend the 

“Music in the Classroom” concert. 

 Parents can encourage tin whistle practice. 

 

Community Links 

 

 Musicians in the community may be invited to play for the children. 

 One class grouping (second/third class) will receive a percussion workshop from 

Eddie O’Neill who will perform on some of the world’s percussion instruments. 

 The children in fourth class will have an opportunity to visit the Concert Hall to 

attend a Music in the Classroom concert. This provides an opportunity for the 

children to listen to and to appreciate live music played by the RTÉ Symphony 

Orchestra/Concert Orchestra. 
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 The School Choir (or choir class groupings) may have an opportunity from time to 

time to be involved in local concerts or charity events e.g. carol singing in Mill Lane, 

concerts at the Moat Theatre or other community events. 

 

Success Criteria 

 

The success of this plan will be measured by the following criteria: 

 Implementation will be evident in teaching and learning in the classroom. 

 Children should have a positive attitude and appreciation of music. 

 Children should be able to sing a varied repertoire of songs. School performances 

such as Christmas concerts will provide an opportunity for this. 

 Children should be able to clap the rhythm and sing the song using tonic solfa. 

 Children should be familiar with hand signs. 

 Children should be familiar with a number of musical excerpts from the Listening and 

Responding strand. 

 Children should engage in listening and responding, performing and composing 

music. 

 

On-going evaluation should demonstrate that pupils are acquiring an understanding of the 

musical concepts and an increasing awareness of sound and music. 

 

Implementation 

 

Roles and Responsibilities 

 The post holder with responsibility for Music supports the implementation of the 

Music programme. He/she will encourage feedback on its implementation and 

report to staff on findings at staff meetings. 

 The post holder will co-ordinate the progress of the plan through the Cúntas Miosúil 

and interaction with staff. 

 The post holder is also responsible for the purchase, distribution and monitoring of 

resources. 

Timeframe 

 This plan will be implemented in September 2012. 

 

Ratification of Policy 

 

This policy is subject to review by B.O.M.  
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This policy was adopted by the Board of Management on ____________________.  

 

This policy has been made available to school personnel through a central shared folder. 

Parents can request a copy from the office and a folder of all school policies is available from 

the school office.  

 

Signed: __________________________ Signed: __________________________ 

Chairperson of Board of Management Secretary/Principal 

 

Date: ______________                          Date: _________________ 

 

Date of next review:  ____________________ 

 

 

 

 

 


