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Introductory Statement 

 

Our Visual Arts plan was drawn up in consultation and collaboration with all staff members.  

Its preparation involved review of current practice, research of curriculum documents, PDST 

materials and other materials and resources available in our school.  
 

Rationale 

 

The purpose of this plan is to provide an overview of the subject in our school and to set out 

our general aims and goals. Our plan provides us with a framework for long-term and short-

term planning which will be of benefit to the teaching and learning in our school. Our plan 

will provide information for all teachers, the Board of Management and parents on 

approaches and methodologies being used in the teaching of the Visual Arts, emphasising 

the key messages of the Primary School Curriculum as outlined in the aims below. 

 

Vision and Aims 

 

Both the Mercy Philosophy of Education and our school Mission Statement emphasise the 

holistic development of all children and the development of their creativity. We as a staff 

believe that the Visual Arts has a key role to play in achieving this mission.   

 

The policy was formulated to provide for creative and aesthetic experiences through 

exploring, investigating, inventing, designing and making, in a range of media. It promotes 

observation and ways of seeing and helps the child to acquire sensitivity to the visual, 

spatial and tactile world and to aesthetic experience. We see the child as designer, creator 

and maker of the artwork. We believe it channels the child's natural curiosity for 

educational ends and can facilitate learning in all areas of the curriculum.  

 

We fully endorse the aims and objectives of the Visual Arts Curriculum. We also endeavour 

to ensure that the key messages of the Visual Arts curriculum are followed in order to help 

us achieve the aims and objectives of the curriculum, i.e., we stress the importance of the 

following: 

 The importance of the creative process over product 
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 The provision of a broad and balanced curriculum – both 2D and 3D strands will be 

given equal time. 

 Providing a balanced opportunity for children to make art and look and respond to 

art. 

 The importance of recognising the stages of development that our children are at. 

 

Strands 

 

We will endeavour to implement the six strands of the VA curriculum (see Appendix 1) on a  

yearly basis and this will enable the children to develop concepts about the visual elements 

of art (line, shape, form, colour and tone, pattern and rhythm, texture, spatial organisation) 

in an informal way. 

 

Drawing 

In all classes in our school, the children will be provided with opportunities to: 

 Experiment with a variety of age-appropriate drawing materials 

 Make drawings about their own lives (experience) 

 Make drawings based on their imaginings (imagination) 

 Make drawings of what they see (observation) 

 Talk about their own drawings and those of their peers 

 Look and respond to drawings by other children 

 Look and respond to drawings by other artists 

 Develop an awareness of the elements of art as they engage in drawing activities 

 

Paint and Colour 

In all classes in our school, the children will be provided with opportunities to: 

 Explore and experiment with a range of age-appropriate paint and colour materials 

 Use paint and colour to depict their own experiences 

 Use paint and colour to record their own observations 

 Use paint and colour to represent their own imaginings 

 Talk about their own work and the work of other children 

 Develop concepts of the elements of art through engaging in paint and colour 

activities 

 Look at and respond to how artists work in paint and colour. 

 

Print 

In all classes in our school, the children will be provided with opportunities to: 

 Explore and experiment with a variety of printing tools and materials. 
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 Explore the variety of age-appropriate print-making techniques as outlined in the 

Primary School Curriculum 

 Use these print-making techniques to represent their own experiences, observations 

and imaginings 

 Look at and respond to their own print-making efforts, to print in everyday use, to 

print in the environment and to prints created by artists 

 Develop concepts about the elements of art through working with print-making 

materials   

 

Clay 

In all classes in our school, the children will be provided with opportunities to: 

 Experiment with clay and clay tools 

 Experience learning about age-appropriate pottery techniques as outlined in the 

Primary School Curriculum 

 Use clay/pottery techniques to represent their own experiences, observations and 

imaginings 

 Develop concepts about the elements of art through working with clay 

 Look at and talk about their own work and the work of other children 

 Look at, handle and respond to pottery and ceramic art 

 

Construction 

In all classes in our school, the children will be provided with opportunities to: 

 Explore and experiment with a wide range of construction materials 

 Play with construction toys and games (age-appropriate) 

 Make imaginative structures to represent their own experiences, observations and 

imaginings 

 Make art in two-dimensional construction 

 Look at and respond to their own construction and the constructions of other 

children 

 Look at and respond to natural and built constructions and to sculpture 

 Develop concepts about the elements of art through working with construction 

materials 

 

Fabric and Fibre 

In all classes in our school, the children will be provided with opportunities to: 

 Explore and experiment with a variety of fabrics and fibres 

 Change the surface of fabrics 

 Create new fabrics (when age appropriate) 
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 Construct with fabrics and fibres 

 Use fabrics and fibres to represent their own experiences, observations and 

imaginings 

 Look at and respond to their own work, to the work of other children and to artists’ 

work in fabric and fibre 

 Develop concepts about the elements of art through working with fabrics and fibres 

 

Children with Different Needs 

 

Every child has differing needs and all children in our school are cherished equally. Every 

child is given an equal opportunity (regardless of emotional and behavioural difficulties, 

learning difficulties, physical disabilities or exceptional abilities) to explore and develop their 

potential in Visual Arts.     

 

Activities are adapted to suit individual needs and are appropriate to the child’s ability and 

age. All children in our school participate in Visual Arts activities within the mainstream class 

situation. Children with particular special needs are assisted in activities by their special 

needs assistants. 

 

Linkage and Integration 

 

As a staff we see possibilities for integrating our work in Visual Arts with other subject areas 

and linkage between the strands. Examples include: 

 

Linkage 

1. Strand with strand – collage work in fabric and fibre and construction  

2. Strand with strand unit – construction activity linked to looking and responding to 

buildings in the locality 

3. Linking strands using a theme – Christmas – construction (cribs or cards), printing 

(wrapping paper or cards), clay (figures for crib), fabric and fibre (clothing for figures 

in crib or advent calendars) 

 

Integration 

1. Oral language (English / Gaeilge) 

2. Design and make (SESE) 

3. Shape and space (Mathematics) 

4. Media studies (SPHE) 

5. Looking and responding (Environmental Studies) etc. 
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Time 

 

The time allocated to the Visual Arts in each class will be as outlined in the introduction to 

the curriculum (on average 1 hour per week). 

 Senior Classes will have 3 hours of arts education 

 Junior Classes will have 2.5 hours-arts education 

 Some discretionary time may also by allocated periodically to work in the Visual Arts 

(particularly in the context of integrated project work or celebration occasions) 

 

Display 

 

It is the policy in our school that every child will have the opportunity to see his / her art on 

display on a regular basis. The art will be displayed in classrooms and on school corridors 

(this is not possible in our present temporary accommodation), in school public spaces and 

on occasion outside the school. Displays of art may be on a rotational basis with children 

themselves involved in making decisions about what will be displayed and how it will be 

displayed. Displays will explain the process as well as the product. Reproductions of the 

work of artists may be displayed around the school when appropriate for the purposes of 

looking and responding activities. 

 

Assessment and Reporting 

 

Assessment is an integral part of the teaching and learning processes in visual arts 

education: teachers continuously assess children’s learning and their own teaching 

strategies, informally, as they observe, discuss and make judgements on work in progress 

and on completed work. The children’s language and their disposition toward art activities 

will be observed by teachers as a way of informal assessment. We will assess the following 

in relation to the Visual Arts: 

 The child’s ability to make art 

 The child’s attitude towards art and the quality of their engagement with art and 

their participation and enjoyment 

 The child’s ability to look and respond and engage with art. 

Tools of assessment will include: 

 Teacher observation 

 Teacher designed tasks 

 Work samples, portfolios and projects, individual sketch books 

 Self-assessment by the child 
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Teachers' observations will be communicated on an informal basis between class teachers 

and to parents at parent-teacher meetings. More formal reports of these observations will 

be made to parents as part of annual written school reports. 

 

Resources and ICT 

 

We have compiled an inventory of all equipment, tools, materials, resources (books, CD 

ROMs, DVD’s, PDST materials etc) available for use in our school. Materials are stored in the 

Art cupboard and in classrooms. Each teacher is responsible for purchasing and maintaining 

an adequate stock of basic materials in his/her own classroom. The post holder for Visual 

Arts maintains a central store for materials that are not required in class on a regular basis. 

It is the responsibility of individual teachers to inform the post holder when supplies of 

these are running low so that further stocks may be purchased 
 

Health and Safety 

 

In our teaching of Visual Arts, we will be aware of our School Health and Safety Policy. Each 

teacher will educate his/her class about the correct and safe use and storage of equipment 

such as glues, scissors, knives, needles etc. 

 

Parental and Community Involvement 

 

Parents will be actively encouraged to participate in the Visual Arts curriculum – for example 

in the following ways: 

 Gathering and supplying of materials from home (construction, fabric and fibre) 

 Talking to their children about their artwork 

 Visiting school displays 

 Parents who participate in art/crafts themselves may be encouraged to visit the 

school when appropriate and share their expertise. 

We will invite, if possible, some local artists and crafts people into the school to talk to the 

children about their work e.g. 

 Local painters 

 Potters 

 Sculptors 

 Florists 

 Cake decorators 

 Wood turners 

 Card makers 



Mercy Covent Primary School, Naas 
School Policy for Visual Arts 

Roll No. 15040T 
 

 

 
 

8 

 Dress makers etc. 

 

Individual Planning 

 

Teachers plan on both a long-term/yearly basis and a shorter fortnightly basis.   

 

Staff Development 

 

Staff development in this area is encouraged. Information regarding courses will be 

circulated and teachers will be encouraged to participate if possible. We may also apply for 

support from the Visual Arts Cuiditheoir from time to time. 

 

Implementation 

 

Roles and responsibilities: 

 Each teacher has the responsibility to implement the VA curriculum in his/her 

classroom. 

 We have a post holder with special responsibility for VA whose role involves 

supporting staff in implementing VA, monitoring resources and updating the school 

plan. 

 Overall responsibility for implementation of this plan lies with the principal 

 Any class teacher who wishes any change or amendment to be made to this plan 

should bring it to the attention of the post holder. 
Timeframe: We are currently implementing the VA plan. 

 

Success Criteria  

 

The aims and objectives of this plan will be followed with emphasis on developing a whole 

school programme that allows for development and progression and obviates any gaps. 

Success of this plan will be based on teacher/pupil/parent/community feedback and also 

inspectors’ reports and recommendations. 

 

Ratification of Policy 

 

This policy is subject to review by B.O.M.  

 

This policy was adopted by the Board of Management on ____________________.  



Mercy Covent Primary School, Naas 
School Policy for Visual Arts 

Roll No. 15040T 
 

 

 
 

9 

 

This policy has been made available to school personnel through a central shared folder. 

Parents can request a copy from the office and a folder of all school policies is available from 

the school office.  

 

Signed: __________________________ Signed: __________________________ 

Chairperson of Board of Management Secretary/Principal 

 

Date: ______________                          Date: _________________ 

 

Date of next review:  ____________________ 

 

 

 

 

 


